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& FAQs 
 
Year Founded 

2015 
 
Award Tiers 

$25K - $100K 
 
Total Amount Awarded to Date 

$1.875M 
 
No. of Awardees to Date 

48 
 
No. of Awardees to Receive  
$1m+ of Additional Funding 

9 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

ROCKET FUND 
Earle M. Jorgensen Laboratory, Rm 141 
1200 California Blvd. East M/C 132-80 
Pasadena, CA 91125 
Tel. 626.395.1968 
 
www.flow.caltech.edu/rocket-
fund 
 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
 
How does Rocket Fund work? 
• Membership-driven granting organization 
• Rocket Fund members leverage their funds to provide non-equity grants  

for developing minimum commercial prototypes (MCP) that allow 
awardees to validate their product with customers 
 

What are Rocket Fund’s areas of technology focus? 
• Wide-ranging cleantech and sustainability 
• Members direct specific priorities each year 

 
What does Rocket Fund do for members? 
• Discovery: Finding vetted, viable, relevant technologies and teams 
• Funding vehicle: A mechanism to fund early-stage companies 
• Relationships: With professionals who have similar goals 

 
How does Rocket Fund make a difference? 
• Rocket Fund accelerates fragile startups to commercial success  

and financial independence, thereby  
• Enhancing industry partners’ pipeline of vetted, viable,  

and relevant clean technologies 
• Equipping emerging business leaders with needed funding  

and expertise at a critical phase of development 
• Companies attract further financing (e.g., investment, government 

grants) 
 
Where is Rocket Fund sourcing technologies? 
• Over 30 universities, including Stanford, Berkeley, Princeton, Harvard, 

Northwestern University, the University of California system, Cal State  
• Other financing programs, IN2 Wells Fargo, Shell GameChanger and 

CalSEED 
• DOE national labs, including National Renewable Energy Laboratory 

 
What are some examples of previous Rocket Fund awardees?  

                                           
 
    
Who is Rocket Fund? 
A private-public consortium shaping the future of cleantech and 
sustainability. 
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